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Unto all who ROY known the 


Call of GOD 


And have 1 

therein, ſo far as to 1 

Cor.fefion to his Nan ame ar 

yet at down hott of the He: aveniy Pol- 

(clhon, tl rough want cf Faichſulneſs 

the .nto-; * fo come not to Witneſs a 

being Gath-red into God's Vineyard, to 

—_— FRETE, which alone obtains the 
&e Ward, and fits for his Heaven! ly King. 
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Friends, 


N unuſual Concern is 
fallen upon me, in the | 
Motion of Life, and ph 
Living Senſe of the great Work | 
of God in the - Souls of Men and 
Women ; and what hinders the 
Progreſs of it; in tender Love Þ 
ang "Deſire tor the Proſperity F 
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of that Work in you all, to 
Viſit you with theſe Lines ; 
more eſpecially you of the Nor- 
thern Diviſion of this County of 
Somerſet, who are, or rnay. be. 
Concerned, and who profels ; 
'our ſelves to be of the number 
of God's People, belongs to, and 
{ometimes comes to their Meet- 
ings, and (it as they fit; here- 
by fgnifying to you, that my 
Heart 1s Sorrowtul, and my 
Spirit Afflicted 1n. the Senſe 
2nd Conſideration of che pre- 
{ent Unhappy, and future Wo- 
jul State (ic you Repent not) 
of ſomeof you ; who, through 
the Love and Cares of this 
World, forget God, and decay. 
in your Love to him, who fhrft 
Loved, Viſited and Called you 
by 


of Love, &C. G 
by his Grace, 1nto his Maryel- 
lous Light ; which Love of the 
Wo! 1d, and Worldly things, 
wit! *1 © Cares of this Life, hat! 
19 deeply entered into, and ta- 
ken the Poileſſion of many of 
your Hearts and Minds, that 
it hath Choaked the good Sced, 


| and left little or no place for 


Heavenly things, as 1s too abun- 


dantly Manifett :d by th © great 


Careleſneſs and Neglect tha 


many of the Profeflors of the 
| Truth , in this our Day and 


Time, are found in; not only 
tn declining, in a great Meaſure, 
their Meeting® roperher with 
the Lord's Pcopte, to wait up- 
on him, and Worſhip him Tel 
Spirit and Truth, eſpecially on 
Week-days (concerning which 

A-2 it 


bath frequently moved npon 
the Hearts of ſorne of the Lord's 
Servants, to warn you, to be 
Walligent in) but when you have 
found [ciiure from other Buſt. 
nels, 35 preſent your Bodies 
lomer:imes at your ' Firſt-day 
iyicetings, It 1s tobe feared you 
have not preſented your Souls 
and Spirirs, as a Living Sacrt- 
fice urto God ;, ſo your Bodily 
Preſence hath not prcfitred 
You, as to the Worſhip of God, 
being Dead and Unacceptable 
unto him; And the Reaſon of 
this is, becauſe your Souls are 
in the Hand and Power of the 


Enemy of all our Peace and - 


Rappineſs, who holds you in 
Captivity, and will not let you 
20 to ſerve the Lord in the 
Land 


, 


| 
| 


of Love, &c. 7 
Land of the Living, ſo long as 
you 21ve vour Str ength to him, 
throus 11 the T ove ot CArcnly 
things; For where the Treaſure 
is, there will the Hart be alſo. 
Now that which opens upon 
my Eptrit, to TC: »Immunicate to 
you 11 much Love, 15, not on- 
lv to exhort you to Diligence 
in Fr eque nting the Meetings of 
the Ford's Pcop! e, but 1n wait- 
INT UV pon him t herein, that you 
mz y wi: neſs a ſtronger than 
your Souis Enemy to come, and 
bind him, and call him forth, 
and deſtroy Is Goods; and io 
deliver your $ Souls out of this 
Woful Captivity and Bondage; 
and th tisis a Spir tual Worlk.and 
Profitable Labour and Travel, 
which God hath called youunto, 
A 4 that 


- 
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that you may come in,andWork 
11 his Vine; ard Joe + herefore {it 
no longer Idle, bu t Come to the 
Help of the Lord, and | you ſhall 
find itrengt! from h im to Rea 
{it and ubduc the Enemy ; 
for he is both able and willing 
to do it, Ihe Realon why 
{ome are {0 Careicis and Ne-« 
glicent of meeting with the 
Lord's People, to wait upon, 
and w orſhip him, IS, becauſe 
they Experience lo little of the 
rus Bencht of that Exerciic, 
when they are amongſt them, 
which is occaſioned tor want 
of coming in a right Mind 
»2nd pure Tatention cowards 
God; and allo for want of 
the Preparation of* the Heart, 


through an inward diligent 
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of Love, &C. 9 
| waiting = on God whil(t there, 
8 WO only can Co it 5 Inſo- 
| MUCH th: A when ſuch come 
: Ncetti ng, they fall into dul- 
{s and ca vinels of Spirit, and 
ſome into down-right Slceping 
others the F N emy prevails OV or 
to bulie the » Minds With con» 
's fuſed Muſa Ng [_ and Thought» 
I fulneſs, lomerines about their 
wocldly Conc ETNS, and ſome- 
| times whit tlicy can Pump up 
| of otlier things, with _— 
| carthily _ Wiiich Cann 
I IcrVe God ariplit, or being 
| forth any Fru it or Sacrifice Ac- 
| cept: ee unto him, or Edifying 
to themiclves, to that their 
time of Mectipg, being for the 
moſt part thus ſpent in Captt- 
vity and Bonds ave to the Ene- 
my, 
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their Meetings, inſtead of | 


bo Comfortable and Profita- 
ble, becomes tedious and bur- 
denſom to them, and then in 
time fach grow weary , and 
comes but now and then to 
keep up a Name amoenglit Men, 
pcrhaps when they hezr of a 
{ranger and Miniiter that is 
like to be at the Meeting, ſuch 
may be forward to come, and 
eive their Ears to ths Sound of 
tieir Words, and entertain 
their Minds with the Variety 
of rhe Heavenly and Undenia- 
ble 1ruths that may be Celiver- 
ed, and be pleaſed therewith, 
and Speak well of it, For it 1:4) 
be to them 4s 4 Lovel) S222, Or 
as one that Pl:ys well ud » an 
Inſtrument : Yeu tarther per- 


haps 


like the / Vatu; al 1 /42, 


| 


of Love, &c. 01 


| haps the Power of Truth may 
ſo far reach them, and touch 
their Hearts, as to bring them 
into a good Degree of Senſe 
and tenderneſs for the time, 


| and the Scales begin to fall from 


ther E cs, and they have ſome 
ſizht of their Condition ; Bat 
that bee 
helds his Natural Tace is a Glaſs, 


| goeth away, and forgetreth w bas 


FW 0/1 73EY of AM. Aj} 'be WA < SO it 
falls out with theſe, for want 
of g1vIng their Ears to God's 
Word in their own Hearts, and 
the Eye of their Minds to the 
Blefſed Light of his Spirit and 
Truth therein, they Hear and 
See, but as the Natural Man ; 
And though ſuch may heap up 
great Tt caſur es of Knowledge 
here, 
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here, in their Airy Minds, and 
may think themſelves Rich, and 
Full, it will not avail them in 
God's Account, who look ro 
the Heart, and regards 'I ruth 
in the inward Parts; and al! 
ahat is ihort of this, will but 
turn inthe end to their greatc 
Condemnation. 


| 
2us whilſt Men are held in | 


Bondage and Captivity to their 
Soul's Enemy, through Earth. 
ly and Senſual- mindednefs, Dit- 
obedience and Unfaithfulnef: 

to God, tney are void of a 
right Exerciſe at Meetings, 
with relation to the true Wor» 
ſhip of God ; and the longer 
they live, and continue 1n this 
Nate, the darker and harder 


th*y grow ; until they become 
unlenſible 


a me (AT 
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of Love, && x23 
unſenſible of their Condition ; 
| then ſits down in Drinelſs and 
Barrenneſs, not knowing when 
Good comes, until at laſt they 
become wholly dead to God ; 
and this is a Lamentable State 
2nd Condition ; and of this fort 
ſome return with the Dog to 
the Vomit, 1nro the Commoa 
Enormities and Pollutions of 
the World: But many there 
re who have not run to this 
Exceis, nor thus ſinned out 
their Days, but are yet living, 
though in much 1 Weakneſs, and 
Feeb Neneſs, ſorely Bruiſed and 
Opprelſt by the Enemy; for 
wizom there 1s tender Compal- 
{ion in our God ; and for whoſe 
\eftoration, tne Lord's Ser- 
vants are greatly concerned ; 
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ſuchare ready to ſay at times, 
Who ſo Poor and Miſerable as 
we? Lord help us ; How ſhall we 
come to the help of the Lord? The 
Enemy holas us faſt we are glewed 
io Earthly Things ; to will is pre« 
ſent with us, but how to perform 
we know not ; Lerd we believe, 
help thou our unbelief : To ſuch 
a one I would ſay, Thou believ- 
eſt that the Lord is, (for he that 
cometh to God mult ſo believe, 
and that he 1s a Rewarder of 
them that dil;gently ſeek him ) 
Viz, That he is what he is; 
God is Lieht, in himis no Dark. 
neſs at all; Gol is Gracious, and 
Merciful, Leno-ſuſfering , abun- 
dant in Cooaneſs and Truth ; God 
is all Powerful ; and preſent every 
where, conlequently, that he 15 

pre:ent 
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preſent 1n thy Soul; the Seal of 
this Belief, 1s that degree of 
Senſe and Experience thou find- 
eſt of his Nature, and Gift, and 
Spirit 11 thee, which is a Viea» 
lure and Manifeſtation of him- 
ſelf unto thee, in Oppoſition to 
the Nature, Spirit, and Power 
of Darkneſs in thee; hereby 
thou diſtinguiſheſt between 
Good and Evil, knows the 
Voice of God that calls thee out 
of Darkneſs into Light, our of 
Error into Truth, out of Evil 
into Good ; and not only fo, 
but begets a Will and Deſire in 
thee, to eſchew the Evil, and 
cleave to tlie Gocd ; thus far 
thou believeſt well ; Love God, 
of whoſe Life and Nature, that 
Light, that "Truth, that Good 

Is, 
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1s, which thou diſcerneſt in thy 
Soul; and it will change thee 
into its Likeneſs: thus thou wilt 
find the good Effefts of thy 
Faith, which works by Love; 
and here thou wilt know the 
Holy Fear that keepeth thy 
Heart clcan ; and as thou pers 
ſevereſt in this Faith, Love, and 
Fear of God, He- will inſtru 
thee in all Ris ;hreouſnels, and 
Truth, and manifold ! [eaventy 
Vertues thou: wilt ic Wn 0! Im, 
as he 1s plealed tO 16 himſelf 
therein unto thee, wv vio all DC 


with thee, to higin thee to 
Perform what he Ris of 
tree ; Come unio 1, {2:6 
Chriſt, a ze that labour, 53d are 


Heavy * if 
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of Love, &C;') 17 
| je ſpall find reſt to your Souls, 1 
| have already ſhewed the 436 
| ceſlity of believing that God 1 
| where he 1s to be fgund, —_ 
bay thou maiſt know him, 
Ls . by his Image, Natureand 
| Spir' tin thee, w hich {news it 
| (cif forth in all heay enly Vertues: 
| and { here it 15 to be hirvak 
tha © Chriſt, whois the Expreſs 
Image of his Father, begins 
| w ith his Meekneſs and Lowli- 
nz(s 1n the Heart, to declare, 
and ſhew himſelf to thee : and 
The Way to come unto Tag Is 
to lea rnof him; that is, © to 
{ v/ait for his Appearance, as to 


and to watt upon Im to bz 
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T need not go about to Con- 
vince thce, who thus believes, 
(that God is) That it 1s the 
Indiſpenſible Duty, as well as 
True Intereſt of all Mankind, 
to Serve, Worſhip and As 
dore him, to whom we all, as 
depending Creatures, Owe our 
Being, and Well- being; whence 
it inevitably follows, that we 
Owe -all Reverence , Ho- 
mage, and Obedience to him, 
And the way to obtain the 
Happincls that is in him, 15 to 
come urto him, and wait upon 
him, from whom every good 
and pct — G1lt cometh, 


Now ther which principally 
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| formance of this great Exerciſe 

| and weighty Work of coming 

; to Chriſt, and waiting upon 

| him; becauſe it is a Puty and 
| Means appointed of God for all 
y tO attain Eternal Happineſs and 

Peace with him : Por as Man 
| 1oft his happy State, by being 

! betrayed and going from that 
| Image of God, in which hc 
; was Created ; lo there 1s no 0- 
| ther way to recover it, but by 
| coming back to Chriſt, to be 
Reſtored into his Image 10210. 
No Man cometh wato the Fathcr 
vit by me, faith Chriſt, and 
i 7020 cometh to me, except my 
| Father that hath [ent me araw 
him. Well then, we muſt wait 
for tne drawings of the Father, 


| 


and follow lis Leadipgs ; for 
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as Chriſt ſaid, The Father him- 
ſelf Loveth you ; how know we 
that, but vy the Sente he gives 
us of is Love in our Souls, and 
now come we by tins Senſe, 
but by the opening of his Life 

nny ovet therein? 

T ks M nite, tion of him- 
If tous, and in us, 1s through 
tine G:ft and Spirit oi his Son 
Chriſt Telus 11 us, whom we 
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EP SW when he Exhortetl: 


- us to come unto him ; 1t 1s, 
; that we Inwardly Retire unto 
him in our Minds, and ſettle 
| Our Intention purely upon him, 


and diligently wait to feel his 
Life and Love ( which 1s his 
{| Divine Nature )) to {pring up 


and ſhew 1t {elf in our Souls,and 


then joyn with 1t, Cleave to it, 
" and love i; and 1t will VN 
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vails with God for a Bleſſing. 
Now here 1s a found Bottom 
and fure Foundation to build 
upon; Namely, Chriſt Teſs, 
as ke .is thus manifeſted by his 
Divine Nature and Spirit 11 us: 
And as we are built up here- 
upon, we are built up to God 
a Spiritual Houle of Living 
Stones Elet and Precious : 
Therefore in all our Spiritual 
 Exercites, and Dra W10z;S near 
to God, we mulr com ie down 
to this Founoarion and Corner 
Stone, and kcep upon 1t ; and 
this 1s through great Labour, 


deep and mward Silence, and 
Spiritual Deatit v>to Seil, and 


” Ty Patience, and 
-ſufteriog obtained , and 
{or the Enemy Of QUT 


Seit. ſtriving: 
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| Souls Peace watches all Oppor.- 
| tunities, to draw our Minds 
| away, and keep us there-from, 
| knowing that all our Labour 

and Exerciſe, upon a Spiritual 


4 Account, becomes unprofitable 


; unto us without this Founda- 
| tion ; becauſe as .Chrilt ſaid , 
Without me ye can ao nothing ; . 
that 15, nothing available ro our 
' Souls Everlaſting Reſt and 
Peace. ; 

{ Thus we {ce how greatly it 
Concerns us, in order to the 
Iright Performance of Worſhip 
Ito God, and obtaining our Souls 
iSalvation, to Meet together, 
to Wait upon God, to Feel the 
Dras wings of the Father, to 
ome unto Chriſt, to preſent 
our Souls and Bodies, as a Liv- 


ng 
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ing Sacrifice unto him ; that is, 
in his Preſence; where we Be- 

hold him, and Love him, in 
his Appearance, which is moſt 
Beautiitul and Exceijent: And 
as we thus diligently waitupon 
him, and abide with him, in 
the Meeknets, in the Lowli- 
nels, 1n the Long ſuftei 108, and 
in the Patience rhat e brings 
witi | hm, and gives unto ſuch, 
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| and Duty, to the right perfor- 

mance of this Exerciſe, both 
with reſpect to the high and 
holy Call thereto, the Beauty 
and Excellency that 1s in him, 
beyond all Compariſon, whom 


we are thus to wait for, and 
upon, as well as the Wonder- 
ful, Blefled and Comfortable 
Eftects it produces in the Souls 
: But 
theſe things cannot be ſuffici- 


| ently declared, nor known to 


any, asthey are felt and expc- 
rienced, tnrough the Work of 
God in their own Souls ; 


tor a 5 
It 1s written, Eye hath 20 t ſeen 
Ear hath not heard, neither hath 


uw entrea into the Heart of Man, 


to conceive, the thin 75 thit Ci. 


| hath in ſtore. for the Js that low 2 
bir, 
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So, Friends, I earneſtly be- 
ſeech you, for your Souls ſake, 
be wiſe in Heart, diligent in 
the Worl: of the Lord, both i in 
Coming to Meetings, and walt- 
19g upon, and worſhipping of 
God thcrein, and you will find 
vour Reward : Let your Eye 
be ſingle, and your Intention 
pure to God : Confider the 


end of your coming, and what 
Vou arc about, the Preſence 
VOuU are mn ; and how you be- 
ave your ſelves in the pre- 
'cnce of tlie great God you 
Profcls ro Worihip, that your 
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of Love, Kc. 27 
be- that brings forth nothing to 
ake, Per fetion , wait the Lord's 
t in , time, cruſt in him, and hope 
1in |to the end; and he that 1s 
ait- , Faithful and True, and 1s not 
r of | Slack concerning his Pr omiſe, 
ind | as ſome Men count Slackneſs, 
Eye | when he hath proved you, 
10n will Viſit you, and Reward 
the ' your Faith and Patience, and 
har Adminiſter things ſuitable to 
nce vour Neceſſities, and make 
be- you 1n Love with all Opportu- 
YIre- . mities of waiting upon him ; 
ou [and if you continue Faithiul, 

our {wit Crown you with Lite, 
ted lavd in the end receive you 
up {into Þis Heavenly jcingdom 
ds, Jof Joy and Peace for ever- 

elf- {ing e; which, that ic may do 
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28 AdSalutation, &c. © 
for us all, 15 the Hearty De- 
ſire of 


Teur Friend and Well-wiſher, 
and one of Zion's Travel- 
lers towards his Everlaſting 
KR #ngaom. 

Richard Vichris. 


Chew the 27th of the 
Firſt Month, 1697. 


Given forth to be Read amongſt 
Friends. 
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